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My name is Kane Glass. 

I understand that the Youth Justice Amendment Bill proposes a number of measures 
that it is hoped will support community safety, reduce youth offending and reduce 
crime victimisation. Having read the Youth Justice Strategy Plan, which I endorse, I 
would like to reflect on some data avai lable on the QLD Police site, specifically the 
Police Record of Offences Jan 2000 to February 2021 . 

So to begin. My plea is that the Panel : 

1. Direct the QLD Police to concentrate their effort on drug offences both in 
Townsville and throughout the OLD Region. There should be a zero tolerance 
approach taken toward Class 'A' drugs as part of an effort to stamp out the use of 
these substances. 

2. Has due regard for the gains made by the Police in reducing the number and 
severity of offences both here in Townsville and in Queensland overall. 

3. Continues to monitor progress in both crime and harm reduction through the use 
of statistics, leading to fact based decision making. 

4. Resists the temptation to respond to dog whistle politics and to a media mindset 
that seems inclined to generating clicks rather than generating informed journalism. 

Turning to my evidence: 

(NOTE: The figures are all per 100,000 population, so a figure of 29 represents 29 
individuals in a population of 100,000 people.) 

"A" is a summary table of offences from the Police dataset. The table is in two 
parts. 

The first part starts on page 1 . This table refers to all QLD District offences. 

The second part starts on page 2 part way down. This table refers to offences 
committed within the Townsville Police District. 

The table columns contain, for each type of offence 

the mean number of offences committed during each fortnight 
the mean or average offence rate per fortnight 
the standard deviation from the mean 
the minimum and maximum number of those offences that occurred during 
the observation period. 

This is a fine detail dataset which repays close scrutiny. 

"B" contains a series of snapshots of offences that typify Table "A". There are 
two sets of tables, one being all QLD and the other the Townsville Police Region. 



Each page contains three bar graph groups. 
The left hand group is the Regional Mean or average, while the centre and right 
hand group are snapshots of mean offences committed in the second half of 
December of the year shown. 

Note that I've included a 2018 & 2019 pre Covid pair to better inform. 

The take out message from these results is that drug related activity has really taken 
off in QLD and in Townsville especially. There is steep rise in the level of motor 
vehicle theft recently but if this sort of activity can be kept off the front pages of the 
local newspaper then the notoriety effect of car theft might reduce the temptation to 
nick your Audi. Otherwise the Police are doing a pretty good job of containing crime 
both in the Townsville Region and in QLD as a whole. 

"C' is a deeper dive into the differences between Townsville's experience and 
that of QLD as a whole. The correlations presented are Possession of Drugs versus 
both Serious Assault and Public Nuisance. QLD correlation as a whole is shown on 
the left and Townsville Police Region on the right. A correlation line through the 
scatter plots has a higher slope for Townsville than for QLD overall, which indicates 
that unfortunately Townsville now has a significantly larger Drugs problem than QLD 
as a whole. 

Note: on each scatter graph, one dot= one fortnight period per Police District. 

"D" offers a comparison between the decades of the offences, between adults 
and juveniles and Drug Offences committed. The take out from these results is that 
drug use within the adult population is rising rapidly. 

In summary, Townsville has a serious drug problem that has grown over recent 
years. The Police and the community appear to be holding the line on drugs however 
it's clear from the Police data that drugs are inextricably linked to much of the crime 
committed in the Region. As a community we must all double down on this issue as 
it's clear that drugs are now endemic here in QLD. 

In conclusion, as I've been mulling over this presentation I found myself wondering 
just how much the general public appreciate how well the Police are performing. 
Over the past 20 years our communities have had to cope with multiple hits to the 
economy. These economic shocks have resulted in considerable social upheaval, 
as both the number of under employed and those who have lost their jobs has 
skyrocketed. 

More recently, anecdotally there has been an influx of returning residents due to 
Covid. These numbers haven't fully impacted the regional statistics yet but when 
they do it won 't make for comfortable reading. 

Then there's the ever present scourge of Meth and other drugs that criminal 
organisations are bedevilling the region with. 



I thank the Panel for your attention this morning and I'm happy to answer any 
questions that you may have. 

Data source : https://open-crime-data.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/Crime 
Statistics/division_Reported_Offences_Number.csv 
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' 
Possession of Drugs offences during December, per 100,000 population 

.. 
All QLD . . 

Dec 01 Dec 10 Dec 19 

Adult 49.7 57.3 117 .. . + 

Juvenile 7.7 6.4 10 .. + + 

+ + 

. + 

Townsville 
- . 

Dec 01 Dec 10 Dec 19 

Adult 51.7 68.3 126 . . 
Juvenile 5.7 3 9.7 

1 




